ASTRONOMY

Sanskrit astronomical works are so well-known that those who
claim the Grecian origin, must necessarily throw discredit
on all ancient authors in general. Bentley's furious diatribes
against the credibility of Indian antiquity, cannot, however,
be looked upon as convincing argument.

The recent researches of archaeologists in Western Asia,
have brought to light vast amount of information, concerning
the knowledge of astronomy possessed by the inhabitants
of Babylonia and Chaldaea in ancient times. In 1874, a
paper, entitled "The Astronomy and Astrology of the Baby-
lonians", was read by Professor Sayce before'the "Society of
Biblical Archaeology", and since that date, other papers by
various authors dealing with the subject have appeared m the
same Society's proceedings. Also in the "Zeitschrif t fur Assyrio-
logie" articles have been contributed by such eminent writers
as Epping, Strassmaier, Oppert, Meyer, Mahler, Jensen,
Lehmann and others, in which the calendars and astronomical
methods in use in Mesopotamia are discussed. All the infor-
mations gained from the cuneiform tablets, concerning the
science of Astronomy in Western Asia must undoubtedly
influence the judgment of inquirers as to the antiquity of
the same science in India.

We will not further pursue the pros and cons of what has
hitherto been said on the vexed question, of the originality
and antiquity of Astronomy in India. Suffice it to say, that
the Hindus did evolve the Science independently, but the
'Scientific1 Astronomy of the Indians is partly due to the
contact with the Greeks.

This intricate question about the Greek influence on
Indian Astronomy has been finally set at rest by the most
learned and weighty opinions of Dr. G. Thibaut, the great-
est authority on Ancient Indian Astronomy etc., in his "Astro-
nornie, Astrologie und Mathematik", in Biihler-Kielhorn's
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